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Dependability! 
Like magic, Cathy 

Mederos and Kenny 
Curti appear to organ-
ize, decorate, shop, 
cook and cleanup for 
the Roma Lodge 
Christmas party each 
year. You certainly did-
n’t hear them at the 
November or Decem-
ber meeting getting up 
and begging for help in putting on another great 
lodge party.  Instead, quietly behind the scenes, 
they were able to get everything done so the 
membership could enjoy some great food, fel-
lowship and fun for the children.   

You will have to ask each of them how long 
they have been chairing the event.  My newslet-
ters go back to the year 2000 and sure enough 
they were the chairs back then so at least 20 
years!  The lodge is very fortunate to have 
Cathy and Kenny do such a great job for so 
many years.  Thanks to you both!   

  
 

80th Birthday Celebration! 
Leroy Beecher celebrated his 80th birthday 

prior to the Christmas Party.  Leroy has served 
the lodge for 56 years in many different capaci-
ties including President in 1971-72.  Wife Jo-
ann, son Steven and daughters Sherry and 
Stacy were on hand to help Leroy celebrate his 
birthday. Everyone got to enjoy birthday cake 
as part of the event.   

Santa (A.K.A. Dennis Mederos) enjoys our 
junior members at the Christmas Party! 

January Meeting 

Monday 
January 6, 2020 

6:30 PM  
Hosted by the Benedetti Family! 

Junior members assisted representatives of the Tulare 
Lighthouse Mission load donations from Roma Lodge 

Members at the Christmas Party! 



We Did Good! President Elect Message 

W e  have not only completed another 
year, we have completed another dec-
ade! Welcome to 2020.  It is amazing 

how time continues to go faster and faster in this 
world as we enter 2020 and we are in anticipation of 
our 90th Anniversary Celebration.   

Although there are those who want to remove 
those symbols of historical importance in our country, 
it is always best to look back to improve on where we 
have been to make the future even better. In part, this 
is what I wrote last year in the January edition of the 
LeNotizie: 
There are three things monthly meetings should be: 

1. Provide members with a good meal.  
2. Provide members with a short business meet-

ing. 
3. Provide junior members with an educational                           

activity. Pam Sola does a great job with this.  
So how did we do?  
• Records indicate we had the best attendance in 

2019 at meetings. 
• We had our National President, Vera Girolami, 

attend our meeting in April.  
• We had our Grand Lodge President, John Costa, 

attend our meeting in May.  
• We hosted two Q&A sessions prior to our monthly 

meetings for candidates for Grand Lodge Council. 
• We had several families step 

forward and provide great 
meals for our membership at 
our monthly meetings. Like the 
Sola Family did in June honor-
ing a couple of our 90th birth-
days for Angie Milanesio and 
Frances Della.  

• We had the largest num-
ber of members ever rec-
ognized for 50 years of 
membership this year.  

• We had the largest num-
ber of juniors participate 
in monthly meetings and 
at the XMAS Party.  
Thanks Pam Sola.  

• Two of our members, 
Giovanna DePaoli and 
Kathy Briano were the 
recipients of the Common 
Threads Award.  

 
 
 
• We had another successful farm show 
booth chaired by Michael DePaoli. 
 
•Our queen Gianna 
Benedetti was crowned 

Miss California at the Grand Lodge 
Convention! 
• We had another successful ravioli 

takeout dinner serving nearly 
1,000 people!  

 

As we enter our 
90th year as lodge 
members we can 
all be proud of the 
great traditions of 
families of our 
community who 
have carried on 

the Italian Culture for nearly 100 years.   
As families our roles have changed from those days 

in the early 1900’s when our grandparents and parents 
had immigrated here from Italy, to a new country, 
where they were often looked upon as outsiders.   

History shows that these Italians were instrumen-
tal in building the foundation for this country.  They 
worked hard creating an infrastructure and promoting 
capitalism which makes this country so great.   

Now, as American-Italians it is 
our duty to continue to raise 
awareness of how important the 
Italian immigrants to this country 
were.  Our first president Mario 
Bruno (1930-31) would be elated 
to know that we now have the 
largest lodge in the state and a 
membership over 300 providing 
our community with events and 
activities reminding everyone of 
the Italian Culture! We did good! 



90th Roma Lodge Anniversary 
 

Roma Lodge will be 
celebrating its 90th An-
niversary this year.  We 
have a lot of questions 
to be answered in re-
gards to the type of 
event we would like to 
have and who is going 
to do what in the plan-
ning and organization of 
the event.   

Are we going to honor 
a lodge member, have 
entertainment, cook or 
have a caterer?  Are we 
inviting other lodges, 
Grand Lodge Officers or 
other local lodges to attend?   Do we want to 
have a special event during the celebration for 
our junior members to participate?  These are 
all ideas we need to explore so we will have a 
great event.  

We will be calling on members to assist with 
invitations, decorations, program, meal and a 
variety of other activities associated with con-
ducting something that we can all enjoy and cel-
ebrate the wonderful history of Roma Lodge.   

 
Return on 
Investment! 

 
With the start of 

the new year we are 
all reminded that our 
Roma Lodge dues 
are due starting in 
January.  It is once again time to takeout the 
checkbook and write out that $75 check for 
each adult you pay dues for.  For parents and 
grandparents it often means paying for children 
and grandchildren who you want to remain 
members regardless of whether or not they are 
active in lodge activities.   

With any expenditure we always calculate our 
return on the investment we make.  When you 
purchase a car its how much you value in get-
ting you from Point A to Point B.  When you pay 
your taxes you often wonder what return you 
are getting in government services, let alone 
keeping yourself from paying fines or keeping 
yourself out of jail.  

 
If you are thinking about where your $75 

dues go, here is the breakdown.   
As you can see, Roma Lodge gets $.25 

cents of the $75 you pay! Therefore, if you are 
paying your dues in support of the local lodge 
you may want to think about that again.   

Now, what are the benefits of being a lodge 
member?  If you attend all of the Roma Lodge 
activities in a year this is what you get: 

Wow! If you attend all the lodge activities, get 
a great meal every month, free admission to the 
farm show, free candy stocking for the kids at 
Christmas, etc. you will reap $176 net over your 
$75 investment.  What a deal! For a family of 
four that equates to a return of over $1,400.  
How can you afford not to pay your dues!  

  Sunshine News! 

After knee replacement surgery, broken hip 
and other health issues, get well wishes goes to 
Ron Pedroncelli!  

Job Change 
Roma Lodge member Michael 
Barreto is becoming the new 
winemaker and co-owner of the 
OSO LIBRE Winery in Paso Ro-

bles. Checkout their website https://
www.osolibre.com/  Congrats to Michael! 

Frances Della our 85th 
Anniversary Honoree 

Benefits Number Dinner Member

Monthly Meetings 11 10.00$    110.00$  

Columbus Day 1 15.00$    15.00$    

Christmas Party 1 20.00$    20.00$    

Farm Show Admission 3 15.00$    45.00$    

Farm Show Food 3 12.00$    36.00$    

Ravioli Dinner 1 25.00$    25.00$    

Total 251.00$  

Dues 75.00$    

Net 176.00$  

Roma Lodge Dues 2020

Grand Lodge Per Capita 32.51$    

Supreme Lodge Per Capita 21.52$    

Il Leone 4.98$      

Scholarship Assessment 0.74$      

Life Insurance 15.00$    

Total 74.75$    

Social Member 59.75$    

https://www.osolibre.com/
https://www.osolibre.com/


Roma Lodge 
PO Box 1337  
Tulare, California  93275 
www.romalodge1573.org 

January Meeting 

January 6, 2020 
6:30 PM-Dinner 

Benedetti Family 
Dinner Chairs 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Start 2020  
With a Great Meal and Meeting 

Farm Show Social Hall 

Your Roma Lodge Officers 
2019-2020 

 
President                     Larry Dutto (901-4683) 
Vice President Louie Benedetti  (827-1492) 
Treasurer Karen Pedroncelli (732-1591) 
Recording Sec. Kathryn Gomes  (331-0025) 
Financial Sec. Pam Sola (901-1781) 
Orator Anthony Chiaramonte (217-4055)  
Historian Melissa Watkins (361-0811) 
Guard Ken Bertorelli (788-8496) 
Past President          David DePaoli (804-5443) 
Chaplain Nicole Taylor (804-7056)        

 

Trustees 
Danny Dutto (686-1348) 
Mike Saltzman (686-4340) 
Matt Watkins-Chair (647-7161) 
Dominic Pitigliano (359-1907) 
Rob Pinkerton                                  (331-3183) 

 
Mistress of Ceremony  

Frances Della  (784-7653) 
Toni Pinkerton (331-3183) 

LeNotizie Sponsors 


