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Regalia 
 
Encarta defines regalia, “as the cere-

monial and symbolic objects and cloth-
ing used and worn by royalty or other 
holders of high office on formal occa-
sions.”   

If you are a junior member of Roma 
Lodge you are not sure you want to wear 
the ceremonial chain and serve as an of-
ficer on Junior Member night. I guess 
when you are 3 or 4 years of age you are 
not sure you want to participate in all the 
rituals of protocols of a lodge meeting.  

What you are sure of is you loved all the back
-to-school supplies, French fries, corndogs and 
cupcakes that come with junior member night.  
Over 20 junior members enjoyed a fun filled 
night of great food, prizes and felt like royalty as 
they conducted the opening ceremonies for our 

annual junior member 
night.    
  
 
Austin Gentry served 
as president for the 
meeting and did a great 
job in conducting the 
opening and closing 
ceremonies.   
 

 
Giulia Watkins  served 
as chaplain and gave the  
closing prayer for the 
evening.  She did an ex-
cellent job in learning 
her part and conducting 
her portion of the cere-
monies with dignity and 
grace.   

 
 
 
Giulia Watkins , 
Kate Watkins and 
Giana Daramy  had 
their bags full of 
great back-to-school 
supplies for the up-
coming school year!  
 
 
 

 
 

Adelyn Watkins , Isabel Daramy, Giulia Watkins 
and Giada Pitigliano get ready for the meeting.    
 



We had a great event at our Junior Member 
Night with over 20 juniors and nearly 70 mem-
bers present at our August meeting.  There are 
nearly 300 members in Roma Lodge and we re-
alize many members cannot attend simply be-
cause they live out of town, in another state, or 
have health issues an unable to attend.   

I thought I would share a few insights as to 
the operation of the lodge for those who cannot 
attend.  
RSVP 

Why do I have to 
RSVP for the Sep-
tember meeting and 
did not have to for 
the August meeting?   

There is a simple 
answer.  We depend 
on our members to 
prepare and serve our monthly meeting meals. 
When they do so our cost per meal is very low.  
In fact for the August meeting it was about $3 
per person.  Lorraine Cleek and Maryann Luis 
donated the desserts, potato and macaroni salad 
and a lot of other items that made for a great 
meal.  Donald Cleek and Joseph Goni did the 
barbecuing and everyone enjoyed a great meal.  

However, last year for September we had a 
great meal of chicken pot pies prepared by 
Kathy and Nick Canata.  However, they have 

moved out of the 
area and we do not 
have someone to 
take their place so 
we will use an out-
side vendor for the 
September meal.  
When we do this we 
need to know how 
many will be coming 
to reduce the cost to 
the lodge.  So 
please RSVP if you 
plan to attend.   

We are looking for families who would like to 
prepare the meal for October, so if you can, let 
us know.   We will be identifying those who can 
provide the meals for 2022 by January so if you 
would like to share a family Italian favorite think 
of when you would like to do it and notify us.   

 
 

LeNotizie 
Ever wonder what it costs to print and mail 

the newsletter?  The first edition of the LeNotizie 
was published in January-2001, when I took over 
the newsletter from Joann Beecher, who did the 
newsletter for many years prior to that.  I credit 
my mother-in-law Lupe Briano for giving me the 
Italian name of LeNotizie which means “the 
news”  if you ever wonder where that came 
from.   

We print 90-100 copies per month which 
costs the lodge about $125 for printing costs.  
We mail out about 90 copies per month which 
costs another $50 and with labels and stickers to 
hold the newsletter together we are spending 
about $175 per month or about $2,100 per year.  
We have 10 sponsors who donate about $1,000 
per year so our net cost is about $1,100 per 
year.   

The newsletter is distributed by email to 
about 125 people each month and issues are 
posted on our lodge website if you would like 
past editions.   

We can reduce our printing and postage 
costs by having more members get the newslet-
ter by email.  So if you would like to do that email 
me at larrydutto@yahoo.com and I will add you 
to the distribution list.   

Communication 
With each passing day the way we communi-

cate becomes more and more electronically.  
Social media, such as Facebook and a variety of 
other sites allows us to see what others are do-
ing and share in their lives by posting pictures, 
sending texts, email, using websites, etc., etc.   

It would be nice to be able to contact every-
one if needed by having an email address.  If you 
would like to share yours please email me your 
email address and I will add you to our distribu-
tion list.  Make sure to checkout the Roma Lodge 
Website for some great pictures! Home | roma-lodge 
(romalodge1573.org)  

ZOOM Call 
On August 22nd I participated on a zoom call 

conducted by Grand Lodge President  Barbara 
Wisniewski.  Her goal is to increase communi-
cation and this was a good start.  About 10 lodge 
presidents were on the call and the discussion 
was good with them sharing what their lodges 
have been doing. She did indicate she has no 
plans to increase state dues!   

Housekeeping Presidents Message 
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Proud Great Grandma 
Roma Lodge mem-

bers David & Krista 
Borba welcomed son 
Luke Joseph Borba on 
July 6, 2021.  Luke 
weighed 7 lbs 12 oz and 
measured 19 3/4 inch-
es. He joins brother Will 
Borba. Luke is the 
grandson of Roma 
Lodge members Nick & 
Dana Milanesio and 
great grand son of An-
gie Milanesio. 

 

Ravioli Dinner  
Postponed 

We announced at our 
August meeting we would 
be bringing back our annual 
ravioli dinner in October.  
However, do to a scheduling 
conflict, we are postponing 
the dinner until we meet in 
September.   

There may be a need to schedule some other 
fundraising event in the meantime.  We have not 
had the ravioli dinner or farm show food booth, 
our major fundraisers,  since 2020 as our ex-
penses continue each month for a variety of ac-
tivities.   

 

Sunshine News  
Roma Lodge members would 

like to extend our thoughts and 
prayers to Nancy and Charlie 
Pitigliano who each lost a be-

loved sister.  Nancy’s 
sister Dona Linder 
passed away just a 
week before Charlie’s 
sister Charlene 
Scheer.    
 
Leroy Beecher also 

lost his sister Peggy 
Pryor. 

Joanne Beecher, Sunshine Chair, has been 
busy writing sympathy and get well cards.  Mem-
bers who have had health issues are Giovanna 
DePaoli, Michael DePaoli, Shaun Pedroncelli, 
and Ron Pedroncelli.   

New Members 
Harlow DePaoli 

joined sisters Harper 
and Hayden along 
with mom and dad 
Michael and Leslie 
DePaoli by becoming 
the newest member 
of Roma Lodge.  Har-
low just celebrated 
her second birthday 
and enjoys attending 
Roma Lodge meet-
ings.   

The lodge also welcomed 
Beverly Broberg as a new 
member.  Beverly is a care-
giver for Janet Cabral who 
is a 65-year member of the 
lodge.  Beverly has accom-
panied Janet to lodge meet-
ings and activities for the 
past year.  She enjoys the 
great food and fellowship of 
lodge members.  Janet’s 
birthday is in August and 
Beverly brought a cake for 
members to enjoy and cele-
brate Janet’s birthday.   

If you know someone who would like to join 
Roma Lodge please have them get in touch with 
us so we can get them an application.   

 
Directory 

Do you use your lodge 
directory?  Did you know 
that there is a directory 
online on the Roma Lodge 
website?   

These are good ques-
tions when it comes to de-
ciding whether or not we 
should publish a lodge directory of members.  
Pam Sola is working on our list of members add-
ing new members, deleting those who have 
dropped or passed away.  I have a box of direc-
tories from 5 years ago that members have nev-
er attended a meeting and have not received 
their directories.  We need to decide if we want 
to continue printing directories in 2022!  

Dona Linder 

Charlene Scheer Peggy Pryor 



Roma Lodge 
PO Box 1337  
Tulare, California  93275 
www.romalodge1573.org 

LeNotizie Sponsors 

Your Roma Lodge Officers 
2021-2022 

 
President                     Larry Dutto (901-4683) 
Vice President Louie Benedetti  (827-1492) 
Treasurer Karen Pedroncelli (732-1591) 
Recording Sec. Renee Marinelli (732-8258) 
Financial Sec. Pam Sola (901-1781) 
Orator Anthony Chiaramonte (217-4055)  
Historian Melissa Watkins (361-0811) 
Guard Ken Bertorelli (788-8496) 
Past President          David DePaoli (804-5443) 
Chaplain Nicole Taylor (804-7056)        

 

Trustees 
Danny Dutto (686-1348) 
Mike Saltzman (686-4340) 
Matt Watkins-Chair (647-7161) 
Dominic Pitigliano (359-1907) 
Rob Pinkerton                                  (331-3183) 

 
Mistress of Ceremony  

Frances Della  (784-7653) 
Toni Pinkerton (331-3183) 

 

September Meeting 
Monday 

September 13, 2021 
If you plan to attend: 

 

RSVP  
Email- larrydutto@yahoo.com 

Text– 559-901-4683 
Call-559-901-4683 

By Friday-September 10th 
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